Sermon by Lex Breckinridge — Nov. 3 2019
The Feast of All Saints
Luke 6:20-30

“May you live in interesting times,” says the old Chinese curse. And
the times we’re living in right now are about as “interesting” as they
get, if by “interesting.” We mean dismaying, anxious, uncertain.. It’s
pretty easy to feel “cultural fatigue” in this “interesting year”, when it
seems as if the rancor, the bitterness, the polarization that is plaguing
our culture will never end. We are dividing ourselves into waring tribes,
and these tribes often don’t speak to each other so much as they curse
each other.

This kind of tribalism, an “us” versus “them”, good guys versus bad
guys, “I'm right and you’re wrong,” way of being in the world is really
the curse of these “interesting times” we’re living in. If you find yourself
wondering, “How then shall we live?” you have lots of company.

So it’s a beautiful bit of synchronicity that this Sunday in this most
divisive and rancorous season, we celebrate the Feast of All Saints . It’s
a day on the Church calendar where we’re called to celebrate what
unites us and get over all that divides us. We're reminded of what
Scripture calls the mighty cloud of witnesses, the communion of saints,
those whose faith is known to us and those whose faith if known to
God alone, who have preceded us in life and in death and who are now
rejoicing in another country, a heavenly country, at home in the heart
of God.

So you know that by virtue of our baptisms, you and | enjoy dual
citizenship? That’s right. We are citizens of this great republic and we
are also citizens of another country, a heavenly country. Speaking of
our ancestors in faith like Abraham and Sarah and Moses, the Epistle to
the Hebrews observed:



“ All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have
had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.”

That’s right. As Christians, we are citizens of another country. And
what are the marks of our Christian citizenship?

We hear Jesus telling us about what it really means to be his follower
in this morning’s gospel reading. It comes from the Sermon on the
Plain. We are more familiar with Jesus making a similar statement in
Matthew’s gospel called the Sermon on the Mount, but in Luke, Jesus is
described as speaking to his disciples on a plain, a low place. And like
so much else in Luke’s gospel, the Sermon on the Plain is all about
reversals.

The poor will be blessed and lifted up. Those who look to their
wealth for salvation will experience woes. The weak and the vulnerable
are lifted up, the arrogant and the mighty will be taught humility. This is
what that heavenly country looks like. The status quo gets turned
upside down. And then Jesus says something that is so important for us
Christians, we who have this dual citizenship, at the particular
“interesting” moment in our history.

“But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give
to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods,
do not ask for them again.

Do unto others as you would have them do to you.”



Now that’s countercultural. And of course we hear it all the time.
“Love your enemies.” But what does that even mean. “OK, here | am.
Loving my enemies.” Does anything happen? It’s pretty abstract, right?
Jesus gets this and then takes a nest step. “Love your enemies

and do something about it.” Do good and compassionate work. Bless
them. Pray for them. Will that change your enemy? Who knows. But
what Jesus knows is that it will change you. Doing good for someone
you're in conflict with, blessing them, praying for them, all these things
may not change their hearts, but it will change yours. Asking for and
praying for those we are in conflict with, draws us closer to Christ. And
the closer we draw to Christ, the more open our hears become, the
more charitable our hearts become. As we draw closer to Christ, we are
better able to see our enemies for who they really are. Our enemies are
beloved of Christ just as we are. You know, the closer we get to Christ,
the little camps we divide ourselves into and the little tribes we swear
our allegiances to, begin to fall away. The world becomes more
spacious, more open, our hearts become more peaceful. We can begin
to see the world the way God sees it, as a beautiful tapestry, a tapestry
of many colors, not just blue or not just red, if you see what | mean, but
a tapestry of red and blue and a whole lot of other colors besides. This
is what Dr. Martin Luther King called “The Beloved Community”. And
it’s what you and | were baptized into and what will be baptized
into in just a moment. He’s going to take on a new identity and a new
citizenship just as we each have done.

Speaking of Dr. King, he was one of our great contemporary saints
and his prophetic witness is still alive and inspiring. He and his followers
truly practiced love and blessing and prayer for their enemies, the ones
who meant them harm. And their witness changed the world.

So here we are, in this time filled with divisiveness and anxiety,
anger and fear. But as Christians, baptized into the beloved community,
citizens both of a great republic and a heavenly country, we don’t have
to participate in all the tribal divisions. Do we live in this world? We



certainly do and we must take responsibilities that come with that
seriously.

That’s certainly what Jesus is referring to in his list of blessings and
woes. We have responsibilities to our sisters and brothers we share this
planet with. Yet, Jesus is also telling us that we don’t have to be of this
world. Our citizenship in that heavenly country offers us the possibility
of living peacefully and in charity with folks who may not necessarily
love us back. Our prayer would be that God will give them
opportunities to come to greater consciousness and awareness of
God’s purpose for their lives. But our work, our purpose, our mission is
very simple. To love, To bless. To pray. To heal . If we really take
seriously the identity we put on in baptism then the anxieties of this
day and the days beyond will begin to fade. We are part of something
larger than ourselves. We are, each one of us, even the ones we don’t
agree with, bound for the communion of saints. We, each of us, are
citizens of that heavenly country.

Amen



